
Bible Book Descriptions 

 

Old Testament 

 

Genesis 

The word Genesis means “beginnings.” The book of Genesis is about many 

beginnings–the beginning of the universe, the beginning of man and woman, the beginning 

of human sin, the beginning of God’s promises and plans for salvation, and the beginning of 

a special relationship between Abraham and God. Genesis tells us about God’s special 

people and his plan for their lives. Some of these people are: Adam and Eve, Noah, 

Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and Joseph and his brothers. 

Genesis is the first book in what is called the Pentateuch–a word that means five 

books, and includes the first five books of the Bible. These books are also known as the 

books of the law because they contain God’s instructions and laws for the people of Israel. 

Genesis is included because it tells the history of how Israel became God’s special people. 

These five books were most likely written by Moses, except for the last chapter of 

Deuteronomy which tells about Moses’ death. 

 

Exodus 

Exodus means “exit” or “departure.” The title of this book comes from one of the 

greatest miracles of God’s care for his people in the Old Testament–the Israelites being 

freed from slavery and leaving Egypt. 

The book of Exodus continues the story of God’s people, now called Israelites. The 

story of the Israelites, began with Abraham in the book of Genesis. 

From Moses’ birth, God chose him for a special task–to lead the Israelites out of 

Egypt and to the land God had promised them, Canaan. Moses is the main character and 

author of this book. Although he was weak in his own strength, God made him strong with 

his power and encouragement (7:6-11). God showed his power to the Israelites and the 

Egyptians in the ten plagues (7:14-11:10); the last plague made it possible for the Israelites 

to leave Egypt. Before leaving Egypt they celebrated the Passover (12). 

The Israelites began their journey protected and guided by God in a pillar of cloud 

by day and a pillar of fire by night. With Moses leading them they crossed the Red Sea (Sea 

of Reeds) and settled in the desert at the foot of Mount Sinai for about one year. Here God 

set up his covenant with the Israelites by giving them the laws for living and worshipping. 

The covenant between God and Israel began a relationship in which Israel was 

identified as God’s holy nation. God gave his people the Ten Commandments, priests, and a 

tabernacle to help them live lives that showed they were truly God’s people. 

 

Leviticus 

Leviticus means “about the Levites.” The Levites were God’s priests, and the book of 

Leviticus contains many of the rules they needed to do their work–rules for worshipping 

God, making sacrifices, and handling everyday problems concerning cleanliness. Although 

many of the rules were given only for the Levites, the purpose of all the laws that were 

given was to help the Israelites worship and live as God’s holy people. A key statement for 

the entire book is “Be holy, because I am holy.” (11:44, 45). 

 



Numbers 

Numbers gets its name from the two accounts in chapters 1 and 26 of the 

numberings or countings of the people of Israel. Moses is the author of the book as well as 

the leader of the Israelites. 

The first part of the book tells about Israel’s year while camped at the foot of Mount 

Sinai. The second part of the book tells of the journey of Israel from Mount Sinai to the east 

side of the Dead Sea. The third part of the book tells of the preparations for entering and 

conquering Canaan. 

Throughout the thirty-eight years of wondering in the desert, one thing became 

clear to Israel–God’s constant care for them. He miraculously supplied the Israelites with 

manna, water and quails for their forty years in the desert. God loved and forgave his 

people continually even though they rebelled against him and their leaders. 

 

Deuteronomy 

Deuteronomy means “second law.” After forty years the Israelites were about to 

enter the Promised Land of Canaan. But before they did, Moses wanted to remind them of 

their history, all that God and had done for them, and the laws they had to continue to obey 

as God’s chosen people. 

His first speech reminded the people of God’s goodness to them through their 

journey and his giving them the land of Canaan. Moses’ second speech was a summary of 

God’s laws including the Ten Commandments. Moses told the people to “love the Lord your 

God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength” in order to 

continue to enjoy God’s blessing. Moses also emphasized the fact that to keep their 

relationship right with God, the people had to teach their children to love the Lord and 

obey his commandments. 

Deuteronomy ends with the people of Israel being reminded of the covenant God 

had made with them (29), Joshua’s appointment to be the new leader (31), and Moses’ 

death (34). It is generally accepted that Moses wrote Deuteronomy except for the chapter 

about his death. 

 

Joshua 

This book has the name of its leading character as its title. Joshua had been chosen 

and appointed by God just before Moses’ death. 

The book of Joshua is the story of both Joshua and Israel as they, with God’s help, 

conquered the Promised Land–Canaan. The people miraculously crossed the Jordan River 

and conquered the town of Jericho. Then, with God’s help again, they quickly took 

possession of all the main areas of Canaan. 

Before Joshua died, he reminded the people of God’s covenant promises to them. He 

instructed the people to keep on loving and obeying God. Publicly, he spoke of his own 

willingness to serve God when he said “…choose for yourselves this day whom you will 

serve…But as for me and my household, we will serve the Lord” (24:15). 

 

Judges 

This book tells of Israel’s history for the period between the death of Joshua and the 

ministry of Samuel. This time period was known for its heroes–called Judges–who ruled the 

tribes of Israel. 



The events in Judges followed a certain pattern: 

1. The Israelites lived in peace while serving and loving God. 

2. The Israelites forgot God and worshipped idols. 

3. God punished his people by sending a neighboring nation to fight and rule over 

them. 

4. The Israelites turned to God and asked for forgiveness. 

5. God forgave his people and saved them by sending a judge to help conquer their 

enemy. 

This pattern of events repeated itself many times during this time period in Israel’s history. 

A total of fifteen judges are listed for their leadership. The best-known judges are 

Deborah, Gideon and Samson. 

 

Ruth 

This book is named after the leading character whose story is told here. It may have 

been written during the reign of David, whose ancestry is traced in the final verses to his 

great-grandfather Boaz, whose wife was Ruth. 

Ruth tells the story of an Israelite couple who moved to Moab during a famine in 

Canaan. The husband and his two sons died, leaving the mother (Naomi) alone with her 

daughters-in-law (Orpah and Ruth). Naomi decided to move back to Israel and Ruth 

insisted on going back with her. Back in Israel, they looked to their relative Boaz for help 

and Ruth finally married Boaz. From their family came the royal family of David and the 

Messiah, Jesus Christ. 

This book teaches us much about love and devotion. It also teaches us of God’s 

concern for our everyday needs and that he is working out his plan for salvation. 

 

1 Samuel 

The book of I Samuel records the lives of Samuel and Saul, and much of the life of 

David. First Samuel begins with the birth of Samuel and his training in the temple. It 

describes how he led Israel as prophet, priest and judge. 

When the people of Israel demanded a king, Samuel, by God’s leading, anointed Saul 

to be the first king of Israel. But Saul was disobedient to God and God rejected him as king. 

Then Samuel secretly anointed David to take Saul’s place. The struggles between Saul and 

David make up the rest of this book. Although we learn much of these people’s 

disobedience there is a stronger emphasis on their goodness and obedience to God. 

It was during this part of Israel’s history that the nation changed from judges as 

leaders to having a king as their neighboring nations had. Samuel, as prophet, priest and 

judge, had a great deal of influence throughout this time period. 

 

2 Samuel 

Second Samuel continues the story of the beginning of Israel’s kingdom. It starts 

with Saul’s death. Then it describes David’s forty-year reign. Some of the best-known 

stories are the capture of Jerusalem, David’s sin with Bathsheba, and Absolom’s rebellion. 

 

1 Kings 

Beginning with Soloman’s reign (about 971 B.C.) I Kings records the history of Israel 

through the divided kingdom to the death of Ahaziah, the son of Ahab. Chapters 3 through 



11 describe Solomon’s reign, including the building of the temple and the palace in 

Jerusalem. 

Rehoboam, Solomon’s son, took the throne after Solomon’s death but lost the 

northern part of the kingdom to Jeroboem. After this the northern kingdom was known as 

Israel, and the southern kingdom was called Judah. The last chapters of I Kings tell about 

the evil King Ahab and God’s prophet Elijah, who condemned Ahab’s wickedness and 

Israel’s disobedience. 

Because the author of 1 and 2 Kings was interested in Israel’s faithfulness to God 

and his covenant he wrote about each king showing how he/she was faithful or unfaithful 

to God. The author often used the phrase, “did what was right in the eyes of the Lord,” or 

“did evil in the eyes of the Lord,” to describe the goodness or wickedness of the king. 

Like judges the author records that when Israel was obedient God brought peace to 

the land, but when the people were disobedient and worshipped idols the land of Israel 

suffered wars and other disasters. 

 

2 Kings 

Second Kings continues the stories of the great prophets Elijah and Elisha. It also 

tells the history of the northern kingdom of Israel and the southern kingdom of Judah until 

they were both finally conquered. Israel was conquered by Assyria in 722 B.C. and Judah 

was conquered by the Babylonians in 586 B.C. In both kingdoms God’s prophets continually 

warned the people that God would punish them if they did not repent from their sins. 

 

1 Chronicles 

Although the books of Chronicles seem like a repeat of Samuel and Kings they aren’t. 

The Chronicles were written for the exiles who had returned to Israel after the Babylonian 

captivity to remind them they were chosen people. The main theme is that God is always 

faithful to his covenant. 

For these reasons I Chronicles begins with an outline of history from Adam through 

the death of King Saul. The rest of the book is about the reign of King David. These books 

serve as both a warning and encouragement to the Jews to be faithful to the covenant. 

 

2 Chronicles 

Second Chronicles continues the history of David’s royal line. Chapters 1-9 describe 

the building of the temple during Solomon’s reign. Chapters 10-36 follow the history of the 

southern kingdom of Judah to the final destruction of Jerusalem and the people being taken 

captive by Babylon. 

This book, like I Chronicles, shows that the people’s relationship to God was most 

important. When the author wrote about the kings he measured them on the basis of their 

faithfulness to God. The reigns of evil kings are reported by the author quickly, while the 

reigns of good kings are described in more detail. 

 

Ezra 

The book of Ezra tells about the return of the Jews from exile in Babylon. It begins in 

539 B.C. with the decree of Cyrus, king of Persia, which allowed the people to go back to 

Jerusalem under the leadership of Zerubbabel. The people enthusiastically began 

rebuilding the temple and resumed sacrifices. But for eighteen years they were delayed by 



their enemies from the north. Finally, in 521 B.C. a decree from Darius, king of Persia, let 

them finish. The people completed and dedicated the temple in 515 B.C. 

In 458 B.C. Ezra, the priest, returned to Jerusalem with another group of Babylonian 

exiles. He taught the people the law and reformed their religious life so the other nations 

around them could see they were God’s chosen nation. 

Ezra is the author of the books of Ezra and Nehemiah. 

 

Nehemiah 

Nehemiah continues the history of the Jews who returned from exile in Babylon. 

Nehemiah gave up his job as cupbearer to Artaxerxes, the Persian king, to become governor 

of Jerusalem. Nehemiah went to Jerusalem in 444 B.C., almost 100 years after the return of 

the first exiles. Nehemiah led the people in repairing the walls of Jerusalem and with Ezra 

provided leadership for the people. An important part of this book is the description of the 

importance of prayer to Nehemiah. 

 

Esther 

The setting for the book of Esther is Susa, the Persian capitol, during the time 

Xerxes, who ruled Persia from 486-465 B.C. The book tells the story of a beautiful Jewish 

girl whom King Xerxes chose to be his queen. When Haman plotted to murder all the Jews, 

Queen Esther’s cousin Mordecai persuaded Esther to try to save her people. Risking her 

own life, she appealed to the king and rescued the Jews. 

Although the name of God does not appear in this book, his care for his chosen 

people is clearly shown. This exciting story of the rescue of the Jews is celebrated annually 

during the Feast of Purim, at which time the book of Esther is read out loud. 

 

Job 

The book of Job is named for its main character, a righteous man who was very rich. 

Even after losing everything he owned and suffering from a terrible sickness, Job still 

confessed his love for God. 

The book questions the reasons for suffering, especially the suffering of people who 

love God and are good. Job’s friends insisted he was suffering as punishment for his sin. Job 

defended himself by insisting that he had done nothing seriously wrong and then 

expressed his trust in God. 

Then God spoke and showed his mighty power. Job finally admitted that God is too 

great and wonderful for us to understand. 

 

Psalms 

The Psalms are poems or songs of praise, worship, thankfulness, and repentance, 

and each one of them is complete by itself. They also show a variety of feelings, emotions, 

attitudes and interests. 

Of the 150 Psalms, one hundred of them are thought to be written by the following 

authors: David-73; Asaph-12; Sons of Korah-10; Moses-1; Heman the Ezrahite-1; Ethan the 

Ezrahite-1; and one or two by Solomon. The rest of the Psalms have no recorded author. 

Because the Psalms are written by so many people, from different time periods, and 

they show such a variety of emotions they have had a world-wide appeal and are familiar 

and loved by many people. 



Hebrew poetry often uses pairs of lines. The second line either repeats the thought 

of the first or gives an opposite. Look for these pairs of lines as you read the Psalms. 

 

Proverbs 

Proverbs is a collection of wise sayings and good advice for daily living. The book 

begins by reminding us that “The fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge” (1:7). The 

first four chapters go on to discuss the importance of wisdom. 

Following this, the author includes a collection of short and powerful two-line 

sayings that cover many different subjects including: marriage, social behavior, friendship, 

justice, folly, poverty, wealth, family, love, laziness, and warnings against drinking and 

adultery. 

Many of these proverbs came from king Solomon. Others were copied by the men of 

Hezekiah. Agur and Lemuel wrote the last two chapters. 

 

Ecclesiastes 

Ecclesiastes studies the meaning of life. The “Teacher” looks at wisdom, pleasure, 

work, riches, religion, and other things. All of these have some value and are useful in the 

proper time and place, but they have lasting value only if God is at the center of man’s life. 

Reverence and respect for God and a real devotion in serving God are the most important 

in making life have meaning. Without God, the “Teacher” says, “everything is meaningless.” 

 

Song of Songs 

Although some scholars view Song of Songs as being a picture of Christ’s love for his 

people, the more accepted view of Song of Songs is that it is a collection of love poems 

between a lover and his beloved. It is a beautiful picture of ideal human love and marriage. 

 

Isaiah 

Isaiah prophesied in Judah during the reigns of Kings Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, and 

Hezekiah. According to tradition Isaiah was martyred under Manasseh, the wicked son of 

Hezekiah, about 680 B.C. 

Isaiah repeatedly warned the people that Jerusalem and Judah would be judged 

because of their wickedness. In chapter 39 he predicted the Babylonian exile. But he also 

held to the hope that the kingdom would be restored again. 

Beginning in chapter 40 Isaiah offered comfort with these promises from God: 1) the 

Babylonian exiles would be allowed to return to Jerusalem; 2) a righteous, suffering 

servant would bring salvation; 3) God would set up a new, righteous kingdom. 

 

Jeremiah 

Jeremiah, like Isaiah, was a young man called by God to warn Judah about its 

wickedness. He spent the first twenty years of his ministry under Josiah, a good king who 

tried to bring the people of Judah back to God. After this Jeremiah was often in danger from 

political and religious leaders who were angry because of his messages. Through all this 

God protected Jeremiah so he could continue to warn the wicked and comfort those who 

trusted in God. 

After Jerusalem was destroyed in 586 B.C., Jeremiah chose to remain with the 

people, and eventually went with them to Egypt. 



Since the messages of Jeremiah are not arranged in chronological order, it is helpful 

to read the history of Judah as found in Kings and Chronicles to better understand 

Jeremiah’s message. 

 

Lamentations 

The title of this book means “funeral songs.” The author was probably Jeremiah, and 

he was grieving about the destruction of Jerusalem. 

In the original language, Hebrew, the twenty-two verses in each of chapters 1, 2, and 

4 use the twenty-two letters of the Hebrew alphabet to start the verse. The third chapter 

has sixty-six verses and every third verse starts a new letter of the Hebrew alphabet. This is 

called an acrostic. 

Jeremiah reflects here on the total destruction that has happened to Jerusalem and 

the temple. But he recognizes that all of this is the judgment of a righteous God. Knowing 

that God is merciful he appeals for mercy in prayer to God. 

 

Ezekiel 

This book is named after the prophet Ezekiel, which means “God is strong.” His 

messages are dated between the years 593-571 B.C. and were given to his fellow exiles in 

Babylonian captivity. 

Born in 623 B.C. to a priestly family, Ezekiel grew up in the surroundings of the 

temple of Jerusalem. In 597 B.C. he was included in the exile to Babylon. It was in 593 B.C. 

that he was called by God in a divine revelation to be a prophet. 

During the first part of his ministry Ezekiel proclaimed basically the same message 

given by Jeremiah–Jerusalem and the temple were doomed to destruction because of the 

sinfulness and idolatry of the people. 

After the news reached Babylon that Jerusalem had been destroyed in 586 B.C. 

Ezekiel proclaimed a new message of hope and restoration–God would regather the 

Israelites from the ends of the earth and re-establish them in their own land. The nations 

who challenged Israel’s return would be defeated and judged. 

 

Daniel 

Daniel has traditionally been named the author of this book. The entire book tells of 

the experiences of Daniel and his friends and the divine revelation that came to Daniel in 

dreams and visions during his lifetime (about 605-530 B.C.). 

Daniel was taken hostage from Jerusalem in 605 B.C. to the Babylonian court. After 

telling and interpreting Nebuchadnezzar’s dream he was given a position of power. He 

wrote this book during Israel’s captivity to encourage the people to trust in God who 

controls all of history. 

In the last six chapters of this book, Daniel describes his visions of the rise and fall of 

earthly kingdoms and finally the rise of an everlasting kingdom. 

 

Hosea 

The prophet Hosea was a citizen of the northern kingdom, which he commonly 

called Ephraim. He probably began his ministry before King Jeroboam II died in 753 B.C. 

and may have given his message shortly before the fall of Samaria in 722 B.C. 



Chapters 1 – 3 tell about Hosea’s love for his unfaithful wife, Gomer. Her 

unfaithfulness is a picture of Israel’s unfaithfulness in her covenant relationship with God. 

Instead of responding in thankfulness and love to God for all their blessings, the Israelites 

used their crops as offerings to idols. The injustice and mistreatment of others reflected 

their lack of love for God as well as for their fellow citizens. 

 

Joel 

Although the name Joel was common in the Old Testament, nothing is known about 

this prophet beyond what the book says–he was the son of Pethuel. 

In the book Joel gives a detailed description of a severe locust plague that hit 

Palestine. In this event he saw a sign for the final judgment and warned the people to turn 

to God in repentance. Joel announced that the “day of the Lord” was coming and would 

bring even greater judgment. 

 

Amos 

The author’s name, Amos, means “burden” or “burdenbearer.” Amos was a shepherd 

called by God to be a prophet in the northern cities of Israel, during a time of riches and 

wealth for the northern kingdom. 

He announced God’s judgment on the people for turning away from God, for being 

cruel to the poor, and for living selfishly. 

In a series of five visions, Amos saw the day of doom as being close. He warned the 

people that they were to prepare to meet God. For those who loved God, however, Amos 

had a word of hope. The day was coming when the kingdom of David would be re-

established and God’s people would dwell on safety. 

 

Obadiah 

The name Obadiah means “servant of Jehovah.” Nothing more is known about this 

prophet than this short book containing his prophecy. 

Obadiah is a book of prophecy against the nation in Edom. This country had invaded 

and plundered Jerusalem at least four times, so Obadiah announced God’s judgment against 

them and prophesied that their kingdom would be destroyed. 

The Edomites are heard of no more after the destruction of Jerusalem in A.D. 70. 

 

Jonah 

Jonah was a prophet whom God called to preach in the foreign city of Nineveh. Jonah 

tried to run away from God and was swallowed by a great fish. 

When the fish returned him to land, Jonah went to Nineveh and warned the people 

about God’s judgment. Jonah learned, to his dismay, that God would forgive even a heathen 

city if the people were sorry for their sins. 

 

Micah 

This book contains the writings of the prophet Micah who lived in the countryside of 

Judah during the reigns of Jotham, Ahaz and Hezekiah. Micah warned about God’s judgment 

against the capital cities of both kingdoms, Jerusalem and Samaria, because of the 

sinfulness of their rulers, prophets and priests. The poor were oppressed and people’s lives 

did not show that they belonged to a holy God. 



But Micah promised the restoration of Zion and a kingdom of peace for those who 

trusted in God. He prophesied that a ruler born in Bethlehem would set up a kingdom that 

would last forever. 

 

Nahum 

Nahum was a prophet in the last half of the seventh century B.C. He prophesied at 

the same time as Zephaniah, Jeremiah, and Habakkuk. 

Nahum is a book of prophecy against Nineveh, the capital of Assyria. The prophet 

describes the cruelty of the Assyrians as they conquered nation after nation. He predicts 

the siege and destruction of Nineveh and the end of the kingdom of Assyria. 

Nahum’s only advice to Judah was that they observe their religious feasts, since the 

Assyrians would never again threaten Jerusalem. 

 

Habakkuk 

Habakkuk was written as a dialogue or conversation between God and the prophet. 

Habakkuk saw that the leaders in Judah were oppressing the poor, so he asked the question 

as to why God allowed those wicked people to prosper. When God told him that the 

Babylonians would come to punish Judah, Habakkuk became more concerned. He did not 

understand how God could use the Babylonians, who were actually more wicked than the 

wicked Jews, to bring judgment on God’s chosen people. God’s answer was that the just 

would live by faith in God and that they had the assurance that God was doing what was 

right. God told Habakkuk that in due time the Babylonians too would be judged and that 

justice would come about for the people of God. Habakkuk ends his book with a prayer of 

praise. 

 

Zephaniah 

Zephaniah’s ministry is dated in the reign of Josiah (640-609 B.C.). He warned that 

the day of the Lord would bring judgment on Judah and Jerusalem and he called the Jews to 

return to God. 

Zephaniah then predicted that Judah’s neighboring nations would be destroyed as 

well. With a note of hope, he promised that God would bring his people home. 

 

Haggai 

Eighteen years had passed since Cyrus’s decree in 538 B.C. [that] had allowed the 

Jews the Jews to return from exile to Jerusalem. Because they were busy building their own 

homes, the people still had not finished building God’s temple. 

Haggai’s message was that the time had come to build the house of the Lord. Under 

the leadership of Zerubbabel and Joshua and with Haggai’s prodding the temple was rebuilt 

during the years 520-515 B.C. 

Haggai told the people that the glory of the temple they were building would be 

greater than that of the former temple, even though the building itself would be less to look 

at. This temple would be greater because God would fill this house with his glory. 

 

Zechariah 

Zechariah’s prophecies began two months after Haggai’s first message (520 B.C.). 



In his opening message Zechariah warned the people who had just begun rebuilding 

the temple that they were to listen to God’s message through the prophets. They were also 

to keep a close relationship with God so that there would be no further judgment. 

This opening message is followed by visions that offered encouragement to the 

builders at a time when they were ready to give up. Zechariah comforted them by telling 

them God had a long-range plan for Israel. 

In chapters 7 and 8 Zechariah called the people to obey God by acting fairly and 

mercifully to one another. God wanted obedience in his relationship with them. 

Chapters 9 through 14 tell of the coming Messiah, the last judgment and the long-

range growth of the final kingdom. 

 

Malachi 

This book records the messages of the prophet, Malachi, who lived during the 

second half of the fifth century B.C., after the temple had been rebuilt. The Jews’ religious 

life was not in good condition–they had married foreign women, failed to give God what 

they should have, and even left God. 

Malachi’s chief concern was that the Israelites’ relationship to God was not as it 

should be. They had forgotten God and treated him with dishonor. They failed to do what 

God required of them. Because of this, there would be judgment, but the God-fearing people 

did not need to worry because they were in God’s book and would enjoy God’s salvation 

forever. 

 

New Testament 

(about 400 years later) 

 

Matthew 

The book of Matthew tells of the good news that the long-awaited Messiah had come 

to save people–both Jews and Gentiles. Matthew, one of the twelve disciples, is believed to 

be the author of this book. It was probably written sometime before the Romans destroyed 

the temple in A.D. 70. 

Although Mark and Luke also wrote about Jesus’ life, Matthew’s Gospel had some 

special things that are different from the others. Matthew uses much of the Gospel to show 

that Jesus is the promised Messiah of the Old Testament. Matthew quotes the Old 

Testament often and uses the phrase “kingdom of heaven” from the Old Testament 

frequently. Because of this many people think he was writing his Gospel to Jewish people. 

Matthew also presents Christ as the great teacher who helps us understand God’s 

law and tells people about the kingdom of God and what it is. Most of Christ’s teachings are 

found in the following places: 

1. The Sermon on the Mount (5:1-7:27) 

2. Instruction to the disciples (10:5-42) 

3. Teaching through parables (13:3-52) 

4. The meaning of discipleship (18:1-35) 

5. Teaching about the end of time and the coming of the kingdom of heaven (24:4-

25:46) 

 

 



Mark 

Mark, the author of this Gospel, probably was the first to write down the events of 

Jesus’ life. It is believed that he is the same person who worked for many years as a 

missionary with Paul and Barnabas. 

The book of Mark, which stresses facts and actions rather than themes or topics, is 

the most exciting account of the life of Christ among the Gospels. Although it is the shortest 

of the four Gospels, it is often the most detailed. From the beginning Mark tells the stories 

of Christ’s ministry, especially his miracles. 

Mark shows Jesus as a man of action and authority. He spends one third of the book 

telling the events of Christ’s last week on earth, ending with the Savior’s death and 

resurrection. 

 

Luke 

Luke, the longest of the Gospels, was written by the same author as the book of Acts. 

Luke’s writing shows him to be a highly educated man, who wrote from a Greek 

background and viewpoint. 

Luke tells us in the first four verses of this book that he wrote this Gospel so we 

would have the true and complete story of Jesus’ life. He wrote the fullest, most orderly 

story of his life. 

One of Luke’s interests in writing this book was to show that Jesus loved all kinds of 

people. He often wrote about and identified by name the women Christ met and spoke to. 

He also gave more attention to children than any other gospel writer. In the parables 

especially, he wrote about the poor and oppressed. Jesus is shown by Luke as an actual 

person in history who “came to seek and to save what was lost” (19:10). 

The theme of joy is felt throughout this book–from the song of Mary and later the 

angels of Jesus’ birth to the disciples who “returned to Jerusalem with great joy” after 

Christ’s resurrection. It is obvious that Luke wanted to tell the good news of Christ and 

show that his coming brought joy as well as hope and salvation to a sinful world. 

 

John 

The fourth Gospel was also written by one of Jesus’ twelve apostles–John, “The 

disciple whom Jesus loved.” John wrote this Gospel sometime between A.D. 90–100 so that 

“you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may 

have life in his name” (John 20:31). 

Although the book of John gives a general outline of the life and work of Jesus Christ, 

it is very different from the other three Gospels. Only two of the miracles reported in the 

other Gospels are reported in John. This book contains no parables and seems to stress 

Jesus’ relationships with individuals. 

The purpose of this Gospel is to report the signs, usually called miracles in other 

Gospels. The signs that John reports give proof that Christ is God and has supernatural 

powers. Although John gives much attention to proving that Jesus is the Son of God he also 

shows often that Jesus was very much a human being by showing that he was tired, sad, 

hungry and loving. 

 

 

 



Acts 

The Acts of the Apostles is the second part of Luke’s history. It was written so we 

would have the true story of how the Christian church began and grew 

This book especially tells about the work of two of the apostles–Peter and Paul. 

Peter is the central person involved in beginning the church in Jerusalem and Paul is the 

important missionary who went out to nearby countries to tell others about Christ. Acts 

can also be called “The Acts of the Holy Spirit” because it teaches about the coming and 

work of the Spirit. 

The book of Acts teaches three things about the early church: 1) what the message 

of the early church was; 2) how the Jews rejected this message and how God sent the 

apostles to the Gentiles, who accepted the Gospel; and 3) how the early church was treated 

by the local and Roman governments. 

 

Romans 

This letter was written by Paul to the church in Rome in A.D. 56 or 57 as he was 

finishing his third missionary journey. Paul had hoped to first go to Jerusalem and then on 

to Rome and Spain. He probably wrote this letter in preparation for his visit. 

The theme of this letter is righteousness. Paul teaches in this letter that: 1) no 

human being is righteous; 2) Jesus Christ is perfectly righteous; 3) if we have faith in Jesus, 

we are freed from the power of sin, given a new life, and returned to a right relationship 

with God; 4) we should live Christian lives that are “holy and pleasing to God.” 

 

1 Corinthians 

This letter was written by Paul to the church in Corinth, probably in the winter of 

A.D. 55. It was while he was in Ephesus that he sent this letter in response to a letter from 

the Corinthian church. 

Located on the Mediterranean, the city of Corinth was a wealthy trading center. It 

was also a wicked city and was known for that throughout the Roman world. Because the 

church in Corinth was new it was hard for the Christians there not to act like their 

neighbors, so the church had some problems. 

The Christians in Corinth were not getting along with one another–they were taking 

sides. Some of them were living very sinful lives. Paul wrote this letter to scold them and 

teach them how Christians should act. He tried to teach practical lessons about the 

Christian life so that people in Corinth would know right from wrong. 

 

2 Corinthians 

The letter known as 2 Corinthians seems to have been written a few months after 

the first letter. The divisions and problems that were present in 1 Corinthians were still in 

the church at Corinth. Paul himself may have made a quick trip to Corinth, but left rather 

quickly because some of the members in the church refused to change or believe that Paul 

was an apostle of God. 

After returning to Macedonia, Paul felt much better when Titus brought him the 

good news that the people in the Corinthian church had seen their problems and sins and 

were willing to change. It was at this time that Paul wrote his second letter to the 

Corinthians. 



The first part of this letter tells how happy and thankful Paul was when he heard 

that the Corinthians were sorry for the way they had acted and were now trying to live the 

way God wanted them to. 

In the second part of the letter, Paul defends himself against the people who were 

angry with him and who were saying untrue things about him. 

 

Galatians 

Paul wrote this letter to the Christian churches in the Roman province of Galatia. 

These churches were being confused by false teachers called Judaizers, who were teaching 

the gentile Christians that they were not really saved unless they obeyed all the Jewish 

laws–such as circumcision, eating special foods, and celebrating Jewish feast days. This 

group also said that Paul did not have God’s authority and, therefore, was not to be listened 

to. 

Paul begins this letter by telling the Galatians what gospel it is that he preaches and 

that his authority is from God. We cannot be saved from our sins by obeying the law; we are 

saved only by believing in Jesus Christ, Paul adds. Christians are free to live by the law of 

love, not the law of Moses. Faith, says Paul, must be shown in love and believers must live 

by the Spirit. 

 

Ephesians 

This letter was written by Paul during his two-year imprisonment in Rome (about 

A.D. 60). This letter probably was sent not just to the church in Ephesus but to all the 

Christian churches near Ephesus. Ephesus was a large, important city at that time, so it was 

a natural center for the Christian churches. 

One of Paul’s themes in Ephesians is that of unity and God’s purpose “to bring all 

things in heaven and on earth together under one head, even Christ.” Because of this unity, 

Paul wrote, all Christians are one family in Jesus, and they should act with love towards 

each other. He gives believers instructions on how to “live a life of love” by addressing the 

husband-wife, parent-children, and slave-master relationships. 

In this letter Paul also writes about the church–not a church building in a certain 

place but the church that is made up of all Christians who have ever lived. We call this “the 

church universal.” He compares Christ’s relationship to the church body, a building, and a 

wife. 

 

Philippians 

Philippians, as well as Colossians, Philemon, and Ephesians, was written by Paul 

while he was in prison in Rome about A.D. 60. The Philippians had sent Epaphroditus to 

Paul with a gift. While Epaphroditus was in Rome, he became sick, and the Philippian 

Christians were worried about him. After he was better, Paul sent him back to Philippi with 

this letter. 

Paul’s strong feelings of love for the Philippians is felt throughout this letter and this 

is the most personal of Paul’s letters written to a church. Paul tells of his thankfulness for 

the love and helpfulness of the Philippians. 

Even though Paul was writing from prison this letter is full of joy. The words “joy” or 

“rejoice” are used fourteen times. Paul here gives his own testimony to the meaning of his 

present life when he writes “For to me, to live is Christ and to die is gain” (1:21). 



As in his other letters Paul gives words of encouragement and instructions for living 

in harmony with others and in obedience to God. 

 

Colossians 

Colossians is the third letter written from prison in Rome (about A.D. 60). Epaphras 

had come to Rome and told Paul that there were false teachers in Colosse who were telling 

the people that the Christian faith was incomplete. They were teaching the Colossians to 

worship angels and to follow special rules and ceremonies. 

Paul wrote to the Colossians to oppose these false teachers. He reminded them that 

Jesus is supreme over everything, that his death is all we need to save us from our sins, and 

that through him we are free from man-made rules. 

 

1 Thessalonians 

Paul started the church at Thessalonica on his second ministry journey. He taught 

there for about three weeks, but then had to leave because the Jews were opposing him so 

strongly. On hearing from Timothy about the conditions in Thessalonica, Paul wrote this 

letter from Corinth to encourage the Thessalonians and to teach them more about 

Christianity (A.D. 51). 

Paul begins by praising the Thessalonians for being brave and not giving up their 

faith “in spite of severe suffering.” He instructs them “how to live in order to please God.” 

And he teaches them about Jesus’ coming in secret, so they should keep working hard until 

he comes. 

 

2 Thessalonians 

Second Thessalonians was sent from Corinth a few months after the first letter. 

Some people had misunderstood Paul and were sure Jesus was coming very soon. In fact, 

they had stopped working and were just waiting for Jesus. 

Paul writes the Thessalonians again and describes to them what Jesus’ second 

coming will be like. He also reminds them to keep working hard until Jesus comes and to 

use their time wisely. 

 

1 Timothy 

First and Second Timothy and Titus are commonly called the pastoral letters and 

were written by Paul. They are called pastoral letters because they deal with the 

qualifications and duties of pastors. 

Timothy was born at Lystra and had a Greek father and a Jewish mother (who 

taught him the Scriptures from childhood). He went with Paul on his second missionary 

journey and from then on helped Paul in his work. At the time Paul wrote this letter, 

Timothy was working as the teacher and leader of the church at Ephesus. 

Timothy was quite young to have the important job of leading a church, so Paul 

wrote this very personal letter to him. In this letter Paul gives him help and advice for his 

work. He warns him of false teachers and their teachings that are opposite God’s 

commands. Because of Paul’s deep care for Timothy he offers him advice on how to be a 

“man of God.” 

 

 



2 Timothy 

 It seems probable that Paul was arrested again sometime after writing 1 Timothy 

and Titus., and that he wrote this second letter to Timothy from Rome where he was being 

held a prisoner. 

In this letter Paul seems to know that there is little chance of his getting out of 

prison and that he will soon die. It is for these reasons that he writes to Timothy. 

Paul wants not only to see Timothy again but also to encourage Timothy because he 

would have to continue Paul’s missionary work after his death. 

Paul gives Timothy more instructions on how to lead a church and warns him to 

stay away from false teachers. He urges Timothy to be faithful to true Christian teachings. 

 

Titus 

Titus was another friend and helper of Paul’s. He had traveled with Paul on some of 

his missionary journeys, and was working as the leader of the church on Crete. This letter is 

similar to the two letters to Timothy. 

The church in Crete seems to have been an unorganized church and made up of 

people who needed much instruction in being Christians. Paul tells Titus and the church 

how God’s people should behave. He tells Titus to teach the people the truth of God and 

instructs him in how to be a good teacher of the church. 

 

Philemon 

Philemon was a leader of the church at Colosse and a friend of Paul’s. Philemon’s 

slave, Onesimus, had stolen money from him and had run away to Rome. While he was 

there he met Paul and became a Christian. 

Paul sends Onesimus back to Philemon with this letter. He begs Philemon to forgive 

Onesimus and to treat him as a brother in Christ instead of a runaway slave. 

This short letter, along with Ephesians, Colossians, and Philippians are often called 

the prison letters because they were written while Paul was in prison in Rome for the first 

time (about A.D. 59-61). 

 

Hebrews 

Although the author of Hebrews is unknown, this book was probably written in the 

late A.D. 60’s. During this time persecution was a real problem for the church in Rome. This 

letter was most likely written to the Jewish Christians in either Palestine or Rome who 

were ready to give up their faith and return to the Jewish faith because of persecution. 

The book of Hebrews was written to teach these Jewish Christians that the Christian 

faith is better in every way from the Jewish faith. Christ is from God and is better than the 

angels, Moses and Joshua, any priest, and he is the only complete sacrifice. The author 

shows how Jesus completed the Jewish faith by making the final sacrifice for sin. After his 

death, none of the Old Testament sacrifices were needed. Chapter 11–the famous chapter 

on men and women of faith in Old Testament times–must have given these persecuted 

Christians great hope and helped them to have faith and trust in God. 

 

James 

The book of James may be the earliest of the New Testament letters, written about 

A.D. 48. This letter written by the brother of Jesus and one of the leaders of the church in 



Jerusalem, was addressed to Christians everywhere. The seven books of the New 

Testament from James through Jude are called the general letters because they are 

addressed to Christians in general and not to a special church. 

James wrote this letter to teach Christians the practice of Christianity. He insists that 

if we have real faith, we will show it by acting like Christians. He gives practical advice on 

things like anger and quarreling, showing favoritism, controlling the tongue, boasting, 

patience and prayer. 

 

1 Peter 

First Peter was written by Peter, one of Jesus’ twelve disciples, to the Christians who 

lived in the northern part of Asia Minor. These Christians were being persecuted for their 

faith, so Peter wrote to encourage them. 

He urges them to remember how much Jesus suffered for them and to follow his 

example by trusting God to care for them. Because God chose them to be his people and 

because Jesus suffered and died for them, Peter tells these Christians they should live holy 

lives. He goes on to tell them how they can live as Christians in this sinful world and have 

hope for the future. 

 

2 Peter 

Second Peter was written about A.D. 66 to the same group of Christians as Peter’s 

first letter. These Christians were now not in danger of persecution but were in danger of 

being confused by false teachers. 

Peter reminds the Christians that the best way to resist false teachers is to grow in 

the knowledge and practice of the Christian faith. He warns them that God would destroy 

the false teachers. Because Jesus will certainly keep his promise to come again, Peter 

reminds these Christians to live “holy and godly lives.” 

 

1 John 

First, Second and Third John were written by John, the beloved disciple, who also 

wrote the fourth Gospel. All four books may have been written about the same time, 

probably about A.D. 90. 

The first letter of John was written to warn Christians about dangerous false 

teachers who were trying to mislead them. These teachers were teaching that the man 

Jesus was not the Christ, the Son of God. They said that God did not become a man. John 

tells the Christians he is writing because it is very important to know they are God’s 

children if they love one another. He says Christians can know they are God’s children if 

they love one another and if they obey God’s commands. 

 

2 John 

John wrote this letter to “the chosen lady and her children.” He might have meant 

either a Christian woman and her family or a church and its members. 

In this letter John writes how important it is for Christians to love one another. He 

says that love means to obey God’s commandments, and God’s commandments tell us to 

live lives of love. 



John again emphasizes the importance of the doctrine that Jesus is God’s Son and 

both man and God. Christians should separate themselves from those who teach that Jesus 

is not God’s Son. 

 

3 John 

Third John was written to Gaius, a friend of John’s and a leader in the church. There 

was a man named Diotrephes in Gaius’ church who was refusing to welcome God’s 

messengers. John writes this letter to praise and thank Gaius for his help and to scold 

Diotrephes for not cooperating. John promises to come to this church soon to deal with this 

matter himself. 

 

Jude 

Jude, like James, was a brother of Jesus. He wrote to warn Christians about the same 

false teachers Peter wrote about in his second letter. These false teachers were not only 

teaching that Jesus was not the Son of God; they were also leading the people to live sinful 

lives. Jude warns that God will punish and destroy these false teachers just as he had 

punished sinners in the Old Testament. 

 

Revelation 

The book of Revelation was written by the apostle John during his exile on the island 

of Patmos. John’s purpose in writing this book was to give hope and encouragement to 

those Christians who were suffering severe persecution for their faith in Jesus Christ. These 

Christians needed to know that God controls whatever happens here on earth. 

Through the imagery and symbols, even though they are sometimes difficult to 

understand, one thing is made clear, Jesus Christ is the Lord and ruler over everyone and 

everything–even powerful human governments. He is clearly in control and will someday 

judge and punish what is evil, even Satan. He will also establish an everlasting kingdom 

with a new heaven and a new earth. 

 

 


